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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the application: 
1-16 (canceled) 

17. (new) A network provisioning system for verifying and implementing a requested 
modification to an advertised route in a data communications network, the network provisioning 
system comprising: 

a customer interface for receiving a customer-generated route advertisement modification 
request to cause one of (a) provisioning a new route advertisement or (b) withdrawal of an 
existing route advertisement; 

a connection to at least one validation information source for validating the new route 
advertisement when the customer-generated route advertisement modification constitutes 
provisioning of said new route advertisement and rejecting said new route advertisement if 
unable to be verified; 

an interface with an official routing database for entering the customer-generated route 
advertisement modification to make such route advertisement modification available to providers 
of network access; and 

an interface with at least one of such providers of network access for periodically 
checking to verify whether such route advertisement modification remains effective. 
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18. (new) The system according to claim 17 wherein the at least one validation 
information source includes an Internet network address registry database for checking whether 
the customer owns a network address associated with the new route advertisement. 

19. (new) The system according to claim 17 wherein the at least one validation 
information source includes a customer provisioning database and the official routing database 
for checking whether a conflict exists between any existing route advertisement and the new 
route advertisement. 

20. (new) The system according to claim 17 wherein the at least one validation 
information source includes a peer monitoring server for checking whether an alternate route 
advertisement corresponds to the new route advertisement. 

21. (new) The system according to claim 17 wherein the at least one vaUdation 
information source includes local routing policy information for checking whether the new route 
advertisement violates a local routing poUcy. 

22. (new) The system according to claim 17 wherein the customer interface is a Web 
interface. 

23. (new) The system according to claim 17 wherein the new route advertisement 
utilizes a Border Gateway Protocol. 

24. (new) The system according to claim 17 wherein the new route advertisement is 

static. 
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25. (new) A network provisioning system for verifying and implementing a requested 
modification to an advertised route in a data communications network, the network provisioning 
system comprising a processor configured to perform the steps of: 

receiving a customer-generated route advertisement modification request to cause one of 
(a) provisioning a new route advertisement or (b) withdrawal of an existing route advertisement; 

validating the new route advertisement when the customer-generated route advertisement 
modification constitutes provisioning of said new route advertisement and rejecting said new 
route advertisement if unable to be verified; 

entering the customer-generated route advertisement modification into an official routing 
database to make such route advertisement modification available to providers of network 
access; and 

periodically checking at least one of such providers of network access to verify whether 
such route advertisement modification remains effective. 

26. (new) A network provisioning system for verifying and implementing a request to 
advertise a newly provisioned route in a data communications network, the network provisioning 
system comprising: 

a customer interface for receiving a request to advertise a newly provisioned route; 

a connection to at least one validation information source for validating the advertisement 
for the new provisioned route and rejecting said new route advertisement if unable to be verified; 

an interface with an official routing database for entering the customer-generated route 
advertisement to make such route advertisement available to providers of network access; and 
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an interface with at least one of such providers of network access for periodically 
checking to verify whether such route advertisement remains effective. 

27. (new) The system according to claim 26 wherein the at least one validation 
information source includes an Intemet network address registry database for checking whether 
the customer owns a network address associated with the new route advertisement. 

28. (new) The system according to claim 26 wherein the at least one validation 
information source includes a customer provisioning database and the official routing database 
for checking whether a conflict exists between any existing route advertisement and the new 
route advertisement. 

29. (new) The system according to claim 26 wherein the at least one validation 
information source includes a peer monitoring server for checking whether an altemate route 
advertisement corresponds to the new route advertisement. 

30. (new) The system according to claim 26 wherein the at least one validation 
information source includes local routing policy information for checking whether the new route 
advertisement violates a local routing policy. 

3 1 . (new) The system according to claim 26 wherein the customer interface is a Web 
interface. 

32. (new) The system according to claim 26 wherein the new route advertisement 
utilizes a Border Gateway Protocol. 
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33. (new) The system according to claim 26 wherein the new route advertisement is 

static. 

34. (new) A network provisioning system for verifying and implementing a requested 
withdrawal of an advertised route in a data communications network, the network provisioning 
system comprising: 

a customer interface for receiving a customer-generated request to withdraw an existing 
route advertisement; 

an interface with an official routing database for entering the customer-generated route 
withdrawal request to make such route withdrawal request to providers of network access; and 

an interface with at least one of such providers of network access periodically checking at 
least one of such providers of network access to verify whether such route withdrawal request 
remains effective. 

35. (new) The system according to claim 34 further including a connection to at least 
one validation information source for verifying whether the customer making the route 
withdrawal request is authorized to do so. 
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